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final chapter goes into the shorter-run causes of the “incident” of 4 June, including 
inflation; declining real wages; lack of proper working class defence organisations 
against the ravages of economic “reform;” student and academic unrest and enthusi- 
asm for an abstract, half-understood concept of Westem bourgeois parliamentarist 
ideology. 

This means he sees Tiananmen Square 1989 as essentially an urban revolt, and 
in this formal respect as similar to the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966- 
69). 

The 1989 rebellion failed, Vohra believes, because the student movement 
“programme” was incoherent, and it was only the temporary paralysis occasioned by 
an inner-Party struggle (just as in 1966-69) that allowed the youth to get the upper hand 
for some days in Peking. 


Bruce McFarlane, Economics Department, Macquarie University 
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